//Question 2//

I have inherited a load of screentone from a friend, but I don’t make comics or manga. Any tips on what I could do with it?
//Answer//

- Emma replies
- Lucky you! For those not aware, screentone is a kind of sticky-back plastic containing handy, pre-prepared patterns made of black dots ready to be placed into a comic page and printed. Patterns range from simple dots for shade variants to elaborate images of trees, clouds and whatever you can think of; all conveniently broken down into pure black and white dots for those of us who create black and white pages. You can even obtain them in digital form or scan them in for use in Photoshop (as in this example), and software like Manga Studio comes preloaded with a bundle of wonderful tones.

 Yes, tone is primarily for use in comics, but it’s a versatile tool that can be applied in all sorts of imaginative ways to pinup illustration as well, so don’t let it go to waste! In this example I’m showing a screentone sheet being used in place of a background. This is a simplistic use, but tones can evoke a real mood and feeling, so make the most of them if you’re using one as a background. 

Try colouring tones for extra effect using the hue saturation tools. You can also integrate them more into an image by using them over your colours. Remember to set your tone layer to ‘multiply’ in photoshop if trying this out. Have fun and experiment!
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If you find a screentone that really suits the mood of an image, why not try it out as a background? Image>adjustments>hue saturation will allow you to colour your tone to suit the piece.
//Artist secret box//

- visibility
- Where you layer your tone will have an effect. In this image, as I wanted one character to look obviously like a reflection and less real, I adjusted the opacity on it so that the tone showed through. 
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